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Once again, the all-girls canoe trip out of Yellowknife, outfitted  

by Jackpine Paddle, led off the summer program in 2025. 
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The summer of 2025 saw 53 Inuit youth from 17 different communities 

across Nunavut participate in one of the exciting and challenging 

experiences provided by the NYA–Ayalik Expeditions program. 

 

As follows: 

• Tall-ship sailing voyages on Lake Superior with Tall Ship Expeditions 

Canada (TSEC). 

 
 

 

• 10-day canoe trips on Great Slave Lake, for boys and girls, ages 14-15. 
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• YMCA Camp Wanakita’s two-week summer camp program for boys and 

girls, age 14, with swimming and canoeing instruction, plus a full range 

of other camp activities. 

 

 
• 12-day canoe trips in Kipawa, Quebec, for boys and girls, ages 16-17. 

 

The YMCA Camp Wanakita program above was developed, starting in 2024, 

with the assistance of Wanakita alumni, and the support of private 

donations, as well as the Weston Family Foundation and Healthy Horizons 

Foundation. 
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 
 

 

 

At the end of every trip, Ayalik staff present each youth with an Ayalik  

t-shirt, an Ayalik certificate of achievement, and the various certificates 

from Paddle Canada etc. reflecting their newly acquired skills. This 

reinforces, in the youths’ minds, their remarkable accomplishments: 

leaving their comfort zone, travelling away from home, to engage in a 

new and challenging activity. Smiling faces speak to the pride they feel. 

 

 
 

 

 



THE AYALIK FUND ACTIVITY REPORT 2025 

 

 

2025 was the third summer of 

sailing on the tall ship for 

Josephina Mingeriak, 17. 

 

“I wanted to come back because the 

last time my trip gave me a lot of 

confidence … You’re not going to 

grow much if you’re just going to 

stay in your comfort zone.  You’ve 

got to get out there, see the world, 

take on new challenges.  Challenges 

can be hard, but it can feel so good 

when you’ve accomplished it.” 

 

She has now applied to pursue 

the online and hands-on training 

provided by TSEC, to become a 

Petty Officer on the ship. 

 

 
 

We are excited to share that, as of the end of this summer, Ayalik has 

provided 300 life-changing trips to Nunavut youth over the past 11 years. 

 

The total cost for this past summer’s programs was nearly $500,000. This does 

not include the cost of administrative and organizational services provided by 

Northern Youth Abroad to Ayalik Expeditions. While our institutional 

fundraising reach is growing, Ayalik continues to depend greatly on private 

donations to support the full range of programming. This year, additional 

support was provided through a range of grants from Inuit organizations, the 

federal government, and foundations. 
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Our thanks to … 

                 

                        

           

 

 

 

 

On behalf of youth all across Nunavut ….. 

 

 

Thank you for supporting this legacy 
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