
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity Report 2024 
 

 
 

 

Eight Inuit girls from five different communities across Nunavut, 

together with four Ayalik and Jackpine Paddle staff, spent ten days 

paddling (above) through the islands of Great Slave Lake.  Said one: 

“It was the best experience of my life!” 
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The summer of 2024 saw 35 Inuit youth from nine different communities 

across Nunavut participate in one of the exciting and challenging adventures 

provided by the Ayalik Expeditions program, now operated under the 

auspices of Northern Youth Abroad, with funding provided by donors to the 

Ayalik Fund.   

As follows: 

 

• Eight youth, three girls and five boys, sailed on the tall ship, each for 

one leg of the voyage around Newfoundland and north along the coast 

of Labrador. 

 
 

• Eight girls and eight boys, ages 14-15, successfully completed their 

respective 10-day canoe trips on Great Slave Lake, outfitted by 

JackpinePaddle, and all youth received Paddle Canada certification. 

 

https://nya.ca/
https://www.tallshipexpeditions.com/
https://jackpinepaddle.com/
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• Eleven youth formed the first cohort to participate in the newest Ayalik 

Expeditions program at YMCA Camp Wanakita in Haliburton, 

Ontario.  See more details below. 

 

 
 

Summer 2024 marked the beginning of a new program for Ayalik 

Expeditions, with a new partner in Camp Wanakita.   

• Two-week summer camp session for 14-year-olds. 

• 12-day canoe trips in Kipawa, Quebec for 16-17-year-olds. 

• We are also proud to report that, for the first time, we were able to 

hire Inuit staff to help manage the youth participating at Camp 

Wanakita. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.ymcahbb.ca/camps/ymca-wanakita
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Some quotes from the youth above: 
 

Andrea: “It was a life changing trip.  I learned that anything I put my 

mind to, I know I can do it.  I never wanted to participate in anything 

until I went for this trip.  I feel like a totally different person now.  And I 

quit my addiction – I’m very happy and I’m totally not gonna start 

again!  Hopefully I go next year.” 

 

Audrey: “I had the best time ever.  It was so much fun.  My favourite 

part was canoeing.  It boosted up my confidence.  Thank you so much 

for the best trip of my life.” 

 

Tyler: “This experience means a lot to me.  It makes me feel good to 

accomplish things like this.” 

 

Leroy: “This experience has made me a stronger person and also a 

healthy person.  This trip makes me feel like I accomplished a new 

life.  It has helped me cut down some bad habits.” 

 

Leland: “This experience has helped me to see 

more in life.  I am so proud I have accomplished 

this.  It has changed me to push more.    

I’m looking forward to more adventure.” 

 

 

 

This new program was developed with the assistance of Wanakita 

alumni, and the financial support of private donations as well as 

the Weston Family Foundation and Healthy Horizons Foundation. 

 

 
The plan now is to expand these two programs considerably for 2025. 
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The total cost for this past summer’s programs was over $300,000. This does 

not include the general operating costs of the Ayalik Fund at MakeWay 

Foundation or the administrative and organizational services provided by 

Northern Youth Leadership to Ayalik Expeditions. While our institutional 

fundraising ability is growing, Ayalik continues to depend on private donations 

to support the full range of programming. This year, additional support was 

provided by a range of grants from Inuit organizations, the federal 

government, and foundations. 

 

                 

                        

           

 

 

On behalf of youth all across Nunavut ….. 

 

Thank you for supporting this legacy 

 

 

www.ayalikfund.ca 

http://www.ayalikfund.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/

